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Objective

State the purpose briefly. Write your own objective for the actual investigation.

Introduction

Explain the relevant theory, background and hypothesis. Define symbols in any equations.

Materials

List equipment, reagents and software actually used. Add a setup diagram if needed.

Procedure

Use impersonal third-person past tense. Include enough detail and precautions to repeat the
work.
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Results

Record raw measurements before calculations. Label each table, give units, and state the
uncertainty from the actual instrument resolution.

[Quantity / unit] [Quantity / unit] [Uncertainty / unit]

Figure [number]: [descriptive caption]

Label axes and units; choose an even scale. Use a best fit and report slope/intercept and fit
information where the investigation calls for them.

[Insert your own graph or diagram]
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Calculations

Show one example of each calculation type. Keep units throughout, carry unrounded values, then
round the final answer using the relevant precision. Put repeated results in a table.

Percent error = |experimental - accepted| / |accepted| x 100%
Use matching measurement units; output is a percentage. An accepted value must be justified. A
universal two-decimal rule is not established.

Discussion

Interpret the results and compare them with theory where applicable. Explain how each specific
source of error would change the measured result; connect claims to data.

Conclusion

Briefly connect the purpose, important results and their meaning. State limitations and
improvements. Use impersonal past tense and your own results.
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Literature Cited

Start on a separate final page. List sources alphabetically. Cite borrowed information in the
report text and use the citation format your teacher requires.
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